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COMMODORE'S COMMENTARY
Jeff Olmstead

Another Opening Day is in the books! A weekend of beautiful weather provided the backdrop to the six Opening
Days held in Ventura and Oxnard on April 1 and 2. Ventura YC led off Saturday morning, followed by your own
Pierpont Bay YC, then Harbor Island YC and Pacific Corinthian YC in Channel Islands Harbor in the afternoon, with
Anacapa YC and Channel Islands YC on Sunday. A volley of deafening cannon fire to symbolically break the ice in
the two harbors accompanied each ceremony, and rounds of drinks and tables laden with tasty treats greeted the
dignitaries and visiting yacht club members at each club house.

Pierpont Bay'’s club house looked its best thanks to a weekend of hard work cleaning and painting by many of our
members. | want to thank everyone who came in to help prepare the club house and organize all the food, flowers,
paperwork, rental chairs, and awards for the big day. | received several compliments at the ceremonies following
ours on the high quality of our ceremony, so everyone can justly be proud that their efforts paid off. Some people
even said they liked my address at the end of the ceremony! Imagine that! Probably they sneaked into the
Rhumbline early to fortify themselves with Painkillers against the imagined boredom. If you weren’t there, | am



submitting it to Sheryl to see if she has the nerve to post it in the Fore ‘N” Aft. And if you were there, and liked it, you
can re-read it for twice the fun.

Rumor has it that a seventh, unofficial, Opening Day was held at the Hampton Inn, Oxnard, Saturday night but |
have heard no reliable news about what happened there. Apparently, what happens at the Hampton Inn, stays at
the Hampton Inn. There was a lot of smirking and winking going on during Sunday’s ceremonies, though.

We have set a high bar for the rest of the year, but | am sure we can live up to it. Join us for our next meeting April
22, with dinner provided by Ken and Patsy Recla, and a PowerPoint presentation entitled “Cruising the San Juan
islands. You're closer than you think,” presented by Tom Griffin. Tom is a US Coast Guard licensed captain (Master,
100-ton rating), a Recreational Powerboat Association certified instructor and owner of Pacific Northwest Boating
School. A former long-time resident of San Diego, he and his wife now live in Anacortes, WA. He is a member of the
Anacortes Yacht Club. If you are interested in cruising other places besides Southern California, this should be an
interesting program.

Don’t forget our summer Island Series of races is starting in May. We need help with trophies, food, t-shirt design,
and race committee. Please help in whatever area you feel comfortable, or have an adventure and get outside your
comfort zone. Let’'s make PBYC the place to be in 2017!

Jeff Olmstead, 2017 PBYC Commodore

Jeff, it was a terrific Opening Day speech and tribute to PBYC. | am proud to present it here for all to enjoy
and maybe learn a little bit more about our "little club that can”. -Sheryl, FNA Editor

Welcome to the 45th season of Pierpont Bay Yacht Club, the little club that can. We can party, we can race, we can
support the community. READ MORE...

_ VIRTUES OF VICE COMMODORE
~ — Dorothy Adriansen

—
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March flew by very quickly, however, not without us enjoying our Spring Series 3 Race and a delicious St. Paddy’s
Day Brunch on Sunday, March 19th! Once again Richard and Su provided us the traditional and their exquisite
recipe of Corned Beef and Cabbage with potatoes and carrots. Sheryl Lunsford was the winner of the Limerick
Contest. Her flatulence limerick accompanied by her accentuation of words while she pranced around the room had
us all in stitches.

Our Board and general meetings were held before and after the St. Paddy’s Day brunch. I'm glad to report that the
Blue Ball of Happiness is staying quite happy as it now holds $50 for the drawing this month. Don’t forget that you
must be present to win!

I'd like to give a sincere welcome to our newest club members, Gil Speer and B.B. Beckham! If you haven’t met
them, then you’re in for a treat. They are the bar hosts on Saturday, May 6th, so please stop by and introduce
yourself to them.

In preparation for Opening Day the Kitchen and Club Scrubs were held on Saturday, March 18 and Sunday, March
19. Kudos and thanks to everyone that helped. Special thanks to Sharon Elvin and B.B. Beckham for all their work
organizing the kitchen.

On April 1st we saw another successful Opening Day and PBYC held its own "Among" the other clubs in the area.
We continue to have a reputation for serving one of the best Opening Day feasts! Thanks to our cannoneer, Mike
Hopper for getting the fuse lit in the wind. Quoting my husband “The yachting season got off to a Bang!” We were
honored to have the Oxnard High School Junior ROTC Cadet Color Guard under the direction of Dr. Dale Weaver,
present colors for our members and guests. Those in attendance got to see Rear Commodore, Ken Recla take a
few swigs from the jug as he read the list of dignitaries and also saw Jr. Staff Commodore, Lisa Hopper lead the
Pledge of Allegiance, Maura O’Connor sing the National Anthem and Rob Skaar give the invocation.


http://pbyc.org/commodore-jeff-olmsteads-opening-day-speech/

Coming up this month is the Ventura Isle Marina (VIM) Chili Cook-off on Friday 4/21 held at PBYC and our Board
and General meetings will be held on Saturday, April 22nd.

We need your help! If you are interested in any of the following open positions, please let me know: Port Captain,
Program Chair, and Social Director.

As always, Jim and | give you our best and hope to see you at the club. Happy Easter!

REAR COMMODORE
Ken Recla

Had a great sail to Santa Barbara early in the month; myself on Galene and Richard and Su on Symphony. We left
the Harbor about 8:30 AM, motored all the way and arrived around 1:00 PM. Countess’ had a great location in the
first slip on the first finger of the dock. Everyone had to go by their boat so it was great people watching and to my
amazement | think about every 4th person knew Su and Richard. Dr. Laura stopped by as well. We even had people
stopping by the boat that they didn’t know. After playing around the Harbor we had a relaxing meal at the Santa
Barbara Yacht Club. Great food in a fabulous venue with Great Company. On Sunday we were fogged in with no
wind. We finally left around noon still foggy (%4 mile visibility) and no wind. We motored all the way back. So no great
sailing but a GREAT time. We have to do it again in the fall or sooner ... hopefully get a few more boats to
participate.

On a separate note our work at putting together a facility task list is paying off as Ventura Isle Marina agreed to work
on almost every item that we detailed for their help. They even have come up with a $5,000.00 budget to do some
capital work, including the entire ceiling, flooring in Kitchen and storage area as well as some work on the railings to
create a couple of sections of “Bar Area” to allow you to stand at the rail with Drink or Food and enjoy the view.

Opening day: What a great custom. My first, and | was duly impressed. Everyone at the club did a great job. The
food, the company, the club looked great and the ceremony itself was wonderfully done. | ended up at 6 opening
days over the weekend, and | can safely say none was better than ours. Wow, that was a lot of food and alcohol ...

So if | understand correctly we mark the beginning of the yachting season ... but what about the “Yachting” itself? As
| thought about it this weekend | took out the PBYC calendar and looked and couldn'’t find a single event for the
entire month. That must be rectified. | say we should follow that great ceremonial day with a day on the water. |
would propose a day sail on the 15th. To Frenchy’s or one of the Platforms or around a couple of Marks. We should
fill our boats with members, go out for a few hours then back to the club for food and libations. What say ye?

Safety: | was going to write about Carbon Monoxide poisoning, but then we had an incident at the club. Carol
Davies took a fall on the stairs after the opening day ceremonies. We're all thankful that Carol is doing better now
and on the mend, but, | thought it was worth reviewing the safety issues on stairways. We are all guilty of taking
risks on the stairways. After what happened to Carol, the following day | was helping in the return of folding chairs,
and with each trip | had three chairs in each hand going down the stairs not grasping the handrails, not thinking
about how awkward a position | was in. At other times | know I've gone down or up the stairs carrying too big a load
not being able to see in front of me. Again putting myself at risk. To succinctly address the concern, | pulled the
following off a National Safety Council web site.

Anyone, regardless of age, can be at serious risk of accidents when using stairs. The National Safety Council
reports 12,000 stair-related deaths per year. This makes accidents from using stairs second only to automobile
accidents as a cause of injuries in the United States. Falling down and risking severe injuries can be avoided by
following some common-sense stair safety guidelines.

+ Always use the handrails. They are installed to guide your way up and down the stairs. If you feel yourself losing
your balance, holding firmly to the handrails can save you from falling down.





http://pbyc.org/boating/racing/
https://www.icloud.com/sharedalbum/#B0W5BydzFsPCVdA
https://www.icloud.com/sharedalbum/#B0W5BydzFsPCVdA




Speaking of GPSs, we felt smug having two of them aboard. In talking with Bill Gibbs he mentioned WAHOO that
race day had eight! Huh? Each crew had a smart phone with GPS in addition to the two that live on WAHOO.
Everyone knows that we have a dumb phone. Even my tablet lacks GPS. OK, Bill. You have more hulls and more
GPSs that we do, so | guess you win that contest.

Opening Day was its traditional mix of the Blue Blazer Brigade, great food, and awesome adult beverages. A Big
thank-you to Joanne Tague and Carol Davies for helping at registration. Why is it that the guests arrive all at once?
At one point the line at Carol's station was 10 deep with no one queued up at Joanne's station. Dorothy's chicken
salad sandwiches were a hit. Karen's ham was luscious. As usual, there was more of the healthy stuff left over.
Thanks to S/C Joe Vetrano, Pain Killers have become a PBYC Opening Day tradition. The champagne punch was
so delicious. It reminded me of my favorite childhood Good Humor treat - a raspberry I-stick. In my opinion the star
of the grub was dessert. Those dark chocolate cups filled with cream and topped with a berry were insanely good.
Betya can't eat just one. | certainly didn't stop at one.

Maybe next month I'll be calm enough to talk about our experience from hell changing cable TV providers. Right
now, just don't ask.

ST. PATRICK'S DAY PARTY & LIMERICK CONTEST

There once was a lassie, we all thought quite classy. She strutted around, in her favorite ball gowns. Turns out, she
was terribly gassy. -Sheryl Lunsford

We know a fine Lassie called Mimi, who is very fond of martinis. Be they wet, be they dry, are there none she won't
try? But the one she likes best has a weenie. -Su Countess

Two people wanted to live on a boat. One wanted to sail it, not just float. They couldn't agree, so they went out to
sea. Now they sail when there's wind and just gloat. -Dorothy Adriansen

We all know a PBYC committee chair, whose oration with vine takes on flair. His words, while not always quixotic,
are fair. Now the wife for his antics is not always pleased. With a long growing frown, she first tells him, sit down! But
when that doesn't work, his attention be gained, with a shut up and get back in this chair! -Ken Recla

There once was a rattlesnake from Ventura, who took out her spyglass and exclaimed, for sure, ya! The ocean was
beckoning and by her own reckoning, she climbed aboard Symphony for an ocean tour-a. -Sharon Elvin

See more St. Patty's Day Photos.


https://www.icloud.com/sharedalbum/#B0WJu8EH60DdyDz



http://venturahbryachtyard.com/
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